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Marine resources include all living and non-living 
components of the marine ecosystem providing 
resources for food, energy, tourism, and economic 
development. These benefits provided by marine 
ecosystems are referred to as Ecosystem Services. 
Understanding the value of marine ecosystems to 
mankind in terms of the services provided is crucial for 
evaluating how best to manage human activities in 
order to maintain or enhance the provision of marine 
goods and services.
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